USDA United States Forest Mt. Hood National Forest Clackamas River Ranger District
ﬁ Department of Service 595 NW Industrial Way
Agriculture Estacada, OR 97023
503-630-6861
FAX 503-630-2299

Date: August 17, 2019

This notice is to update you on the status of the North Clack Integrated Resource Project on the
Clackamas River Ranger District. This project in the Mt. Hood National Forest is located in T.4 S., R.5
E.;T.4S,R6E,;T.4S,R7E,;T.5S., R.6E.; WM, Clackamas County, Oregon. The proposed
alternative includes the following (quantities are approximate).

e Variable density thinning on 4,219 acres

e Regeneration harvest on 341 acres

e Creation of fuel breaks on 150 acres

e Enhancing forage on 2 acres by meadow burning

e Repairing and maintaining 63 miles of system roads

e Decommissioning 7 mile of system roads

e Closing and stormproofing 26.2 miles of system roads

e Reconstructing and rehabilitating 5 miles of non-system existing road alignments

e Constructing and rehabilitating 14.4 miles of new temporary roads

e Converting 1.2 miles of system road to non-motorized trail (4611)

e Returning 1.2 miles of former system road back to the Forest’s road system (4610115)

e Rehabilitating 7.1 miles of unauthorized OHV routes

e Adding woody debris to streams

e Beaver habitat and wetland restoration at Tumala Meadows
The legal notice for the 30-day comment period for this project was published in The Oregonian on

March 15, 2019. Comments were considered and an Environmental Assessment and a Draft
Decision Notice have been prepared.

The Environmental Assessment and Draft Decision Notice can be downloaded from the Forest web
site!. The Responsible Official is Jackie Groce, the District Ranger, Clackamas River Ranger District.

This project is subject to predecisional administrative review pursuant to 36 CFR 218, Subpart B,
also called the “objection process.” The full text of the rule can be found at this website?.

Lhttp://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/mthood/landmanagement/projects

2 https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5442116.pdf
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Only individuals or entities that submitted timely, specific written comments during a designated
opportunity for public participation (scoping or the 30-day public comment period) may object
(36 CFR 218.5). Notices of objection must meet the requirements of 36 CFR 218.8. Objections
must be filed with the Reviewing Officer within 45 days from the date of publication of notice of
the opportunity to object in The Oregonian. The publication date is the exclusive means for
calculating the time to file an objection. Those wishing to file an objection to this draft decision
should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. Objections
sent by U.S. Postal Service or other private carrier must be post marked or date stamped before
the close of the objection period and must be received before the close of the fifth business day
after the close of the objection filing period.

Incorporation of documents by reference is not allowed, except for the following list of items
that may be referenced by including date, page, and section of the cited document, along with a
description of its content and applicability to the objection: 1) all or any part of a federal law or
regulation; 2) Forest Service directives and land management plans; 3) documents referenced by
the Forest Service in the subject EA; or 4) comments previously provided to the Forest Service by
the objector during public involvement opportunities for the proposed project where written
comments were requested by the responsible official. All other documents must be included
with the objection.

Issues raised in objections must be based on previously submitted specific written comments
regarding the proposed project or activity and attributed to the objector, unless the issue is
based on new information that arose after the opportunities for comment. The burden is on the
objector to demonstrate compliance with this requirement for objection issues.

Minimum requirements of an objection area described at 218.8(d). An objection must include a
description of those aspects of the proposed project addressed by the objection, including
specific issues related to the proposed project; if applicable, how the objector believes the
environmental analysis or draft decision specifically violates law, regulation, or policy; suggested
remedies that would resolve the objection; supporting reasons for the reviewing officer to
consider; and a statement that demonstrates the connection between prior specific written
comments on the particular proposed project or activity and the content of the objection, unless
the objection concerns an issue that arose after the designated opportunities for comment.

Objections may be submitted several ways:

e Postal Delivery: Forest Supervisor, Objection Reviewing Officer, Mt. Hood National Forest,
70220 E. Highway 26, Zigzag OR 97049. (Note: the Forest Supervisor is temporarily stationed
at the Zigzag Ranger Station while the Sandy office is being remodeled.)

e Hand deliveries: To the address above, between 7:45 AM and 4:30 PM (closed 12:00 to 1:00),
Monday through Friday except legal holidays.

e Emailed to: objections-pnw-mthood@usda.gov. Please put OBJECTION and the project name
in the subject line. Electronic objections must be submitted as part of an actual e-mail
message, or as an attachment in Microsoft Word (.doc), rich text format (.rtf), or portable



document format (.pdf) only. E-mails submitted to addresses other than the ones listed
above or in formats other than those listed above or containing viruses will be rejected. It is
the responsibility of the objector to confirm receipt of objections submitted by electronic
mail. For electronically mailed objections, the sender should normally receive an automated
electronic acknowledgement from the agency as confirmation of receipt. If the sender does
not receive an automated acknowledgement of receipt, it is the sender’s responsibility to
ensure timely receipt by other means.

The objection is due by October 1, 2019.

For further information regarding objection procedures, contact Michelle Lombardo at 971-303-
2083 or by email at michelle.lombardo@usda.gov.



